Complement depletion suppresses Lewis rat experimental allergic neuritis.
Lewis rats immunized with myelin and complete Freund's adjuvant were treated with cobra venom factor (CVF) which depletes the C3 component of complement. CVF given at day 9 delayed the onset of experimental allergic neuritis (EAN) by 2-3 days and when given at days 9 and 12 delayed the onset of EAN by 4-5 days. Lumbar nerve roots of CVF-treated rats had significantly less demyelination than those from control EAN rats.